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ORGANIC LIGHT-EMITTING DIODE
(OLED) DISPLAY AND METHOD OF
SETTING INITIALIZATION VOLTAGE IN
THE SAME

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE TO ANY
PRIORITY APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 USC § 119 to
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2014-0071109, filed on
Jun. 11, 2014 in the Korean Intellectual Property Office
(KIPO), the contents of which are herein incorporated by
reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

Field

The described technology generally relates to display
devices, and more particularly to organic light-emitting
diode (OLED) displays and methods of setting initialization
voltages in the OLED displays.

Description of the Related Technology

An OLED display includes a plurality of OLEDs and
displays images by controlling currents flowing through the
OLEDs. Generally, an OLED has two electrodes, and a
parasitic capacitor is connected in parallel to the OLED. One
electrode (e.g., an anode electrode) of the OLED is initial-
ized in every frame based on an initialization voltage. The
OLED emits light when a voltage difference between two
OLED electrodes is greater than a threshold voltage after the
initialization. Thus, in order for the OLED to emit light, the
predetermined amount of electric charge should be stored in
the parasitic capacitor.

Typically, a green OLED that outputs green light will
have relatively high emission efficiency. In addition, a green
parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to the green OLED
has relatively large capacitance. In other words, the capaci-
tance of the green parasitic capacitor will be greater than that
of the parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to a red
OLED and a capacitance of a parasitic capacitor connected
in parallel to a blue OLED. Thus, the amount of electric
charge required for the green OLED to emit light will be
greater than the amount of electric charge required for the
other OLEDs (e.g., red and blue OLEDs) to emit light.

SUMMARY OF CERTAIN INVENTIVE
ASPECTS

One inventive aspect is an OLED display for effectively
preventing color artifacts.

Another aspect is a method of setting an initialization
voltage in an OLED display.

Another aspect is an OLED display which includes a
display panel and a power supply. The display panel
includes a plurality of pixels. Each of the plurality of pixels
includes an OLED and a driving transistor. The OLED emits
light based on an emission current. The driving transistor
controls the emission current based on a data signal applied
to a gate electrode of the driving transistor. The power
supply applies a driving voltage to the plurality of pixels,
applies an initialization voltage to a first electrode of the
OLED, controls the driving voltage within a first range, and
controls the initialization voltage such that a voltage differ-
ence between the driving voltage and the initialization
voltage is substantially fixed.
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2

In an example embodiment, the power supply may control
the driving voltage based on a luminance mode of the
display panel.

In an example embodiment, the power supply may control
the driving voltage within the first range such that the
driving transistor operates in a saturation region.

In an example embodiment, the power supply may control
the driving voltage within the first range such that the
driving transistor operates adjacent to a boundary between a
saturation region and a linear region.

In an exaniple embodiment, the power supply may set the
initialization voltage by adding a reverse voltage to the
driving voltage. The reverse voltage may correspond to a
voltage difference between the first electrode and a second
electrode of the OLED when the OLED does not emit.

In an example embodiment, the reverse voltage may be
set for each pixel. A first reverse voltage for a first pixel
among the plurality of pixels may be different from a second
reverse voltage for a second pixel among the plurality of
pixels.

In an example embodiment, the first pixel may be one of
a red pixel outputting red light, a green pixel outputting
green light and a blue pixel outputting blue light. The second
pixel may be another one of the red pixel, the green pixel and
the blue pixel.

In an example embodiment, an absolute value of the
reverse voltage may be equal to or smaller than (Vth-Qe/
Cel), where Vth represents a threshold voltage of the driving
transistor, Qe represents an amount of electric charges
included in the emission current during an emission period
in a single frame when the OLED has zero luminance, and
Cel represents a capacitance of a parasitic capacitor con-
nected in parallel to the OLED.

In an example embodiment, the power supply may
include an adder. The adder may add the reverse voltage to
the driving voltage.

In an example embodiment, the first electrode of the
OLED may correspond to an anode electrode of the OLED.

In an example embodiment, the OLED display may
further include a timing controller. The timing controller
may perform a gamma compensating operation on the data
signal based on changes of the driving voltage and the
initialization voltage. The initialization voltage may be
applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor.

In an example embodiment, when the data signal applied
to the gate electrode of the driving transistor corresponds to
zero luminance, a bypass for the emission current may be
formed by a parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to the
OLED.

According to example embodiments, in a method of
setting an initialization voltage in an OLED display includ-
ing a plurality of pixels, a driving voltage is controlled
within a first range. The initialization voltage is controlled
such that a voltage difference between the driving voltage
and the initialization voltage is substantially fixed. Each of
the plurality of pixels includes an OLED emitting based on
an emission current and a driving transistor controlling the
emission current based on a data signal applied to a gate
electrode of the driving transistor. The driving voltage is
applied to the plurality of pixels. The initialization voltage is
applied to a first electrode of the OLED.

In an example embodiment, in controlling the driving
voltage, the driving voltage may be controlled based on a
luminance mode of the OLED display.
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In an example embodiment, in controlling the driving
voltage, the driving voltage may be controlled within the
first range such that the driving transistor operates in a
saturation region.

In an example embodiment, in controlling the driving
voltage, the driving voltage may be controlled within the
first range such that the driving transistor operates in a
boundary region between a saturation region and a linear
region.

In an example embodiment, in controlling the driving
voltage, the initialization voltage may be set by adding a
reverse voltage to the driving voltage. The reverse voltage
may correspond to a voltage difference between the first
electrode and a second electrode of the OLED when the
OLED does not emit light.

In an example embodiment, an absolute value of the
reverse voltage may be equal to or smaller than (Vth-Qe/
Cel), where Vth represents a threshold voltage of the driving
transistor, Qe represents an amount of electric charges
included in the emission current during an emission period
in a single frame when the OLED has zero luminance, and
Cel represents a capacitance of a parasitic capacitor con-
nected in parallel to the OLED.

In an example embodiment, a gamma compensating
operation may be further performed on the data signal based
on changes of the driving voltage and the initialization
voltage. The initialization voltage may be applied to the gate
electrode of the driving transistor. In an example embodi-
ment, when the data signal applied to the gate electrode of
the driving transistor corresponds to zero luminance, a
bypass for the emission current may be formed by a parasitic
capacitor connected in parallel to the OLED.

Another aspect is an organic light-emitting (OLED) dis-
play comprising: a display panel including a plurality of
pixels, each of the pixels including an OLED and a driving
transistor, the OLED configured to emit light based on an
emission current, the driving transistor configured to control
the emission current based on a data signal applied to a gate
electrode of the driving transistor; and a power supply
configured to apply a driving voltage to the pixels, apply an
initialization voltage to a first electrode of the OLED,
control the driving voltage within a first range, and control
the initialization voltage such that a voltage difference
between the driving voltage and the initialization voltage is
substantially constant.

In the above display, the power supply is configured to
control the driving voltage based on a luminance mode of
the display panel. In the above display, wherein the power
supply is configured to control the driving voltage within the
first range such that the driving transistor operates in a
saturation region. In the above display, the power supply is
configured to control the driving voltage within the first
range such that the driving transistor operates adjacent to a
boundary between a saturation region and a linear region. In
the above display, the power supply is configured to set the
initialization voltage by adding a reverse voltage to the
driving voltage, the reverse voltage corresponding to a
voltage difference between the first electrode and a second
electrode of the OLED when the OLED does not emit light.
In the above display, the reverse voltage is configured to be
set for each pixel, and a first reverse voltage for a first pixel
among the pixels is different from a second reverse voltage
for a second pixel among the pixels.

In the above display, the first pixel is one of a red pixel
configured to emit red light, a green pixel configured to emit
green light and a blue pixel configured to emit blue light, and
wherein the second pixel is another one of the red pixel, the

15

20

25

40

45

60

65

4

green pixel and the blue pixel. In the above display, an
absolute value of the reverse voltage is less than or substan-
tially equal to (Vth-Qe/Cel), where Vth represents a thresh-
old voltage of the driving transistor, Qe represents an
amount of electric charges included in the emission current
during an emission period in a single frame when the OLED
has zero luminance, and Cel represents a capacitance of a
parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to the OLED. In the
above display, the power supply includes an adder config-
ured to add the reverse voltage to the driving voltage. In the
above display, the first electrode of the OLED corresponds
to an anode electrode of the OLED.

The above display further comprises: a timing controller
configured to perform a gamma compensating operation on
the data signal based on changes of the driving voltage and
the initialization voltage, and wherein the gate electrode of
the driving transistor is configured to receive the initializa-
tion voltage. In the above display, when the data signal
applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor corre-
sponds to zero luminance, a parasitic capacitor connected in
parallel to the OLED is configured to form a bypass for the
emission current.

Another aspect is a method of setting an initialization
voltage in an organic light-emitting diode (OLED) display
including a plurality of pixels, each of the pixels including
an OLED configured to emit light based on an emission
current and a driving transistor configured to control the
emission current based on a data signal applied to a gate
electrode of the driving transistor, the method comprising:
controlling a driving voltage within a first range, the driving
voltage being applied to the pixels; and controlling the
initialization voltage such that a voltage difference between
the driving voltage and the initialization voltage is substan-
tially constant, the initialization voltage being applied to a
first electrode of the OLED.

In the above method, the controlling of the driving voltage
includes: controlling the driving voltage based on a lumi-
nance mode of the OLED display. In the above method, the
controlling of the driving voltage includes: controlling the
driving voltage within the first range such that the driving
transistor operates in a saturation region. In the above
method, the controlling of the initialization voltage includes:
controlling the driving voltage within the first range such
that the driving transistor operates in a boundary region
between a saturation region and a linear region. In the above
method, the controlling of the driving voltage includes:
setting the initialization voltage by adding a reverse voltage
to the driving voltage, the reverse voltage corresponding to
a voltage difference between the first electrode and a second
electrode of the OLED when the OLED does not emit light.

In the above method, an absolute value of the reverse
voltage is less than or substantially equal to (Vth-Qe/Cel),
where Vth represents a threshold voltage of the driving
transistor, Qe represents an amount of electric charges
included in the emission current during an emission period
in a single frame when the OLED has zero luminance, and
Cel represents a capacitance of a parasitic capacitor con-
nected in parallel to the OLED. The above method further
comprises: performing a gamma compensating operation on
the data signal based on changes of the driving voltage and
the initialization voltage, and wherein the initialization
voltage is applied to the gate electrode of the driving
transistor. In the above method, when the data signal applied
to the gate electrode of the driving transistor corresponds to
zero luminance, a bypass for the emission current is formed
by a parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to the OLED.
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Another aspect is an OLED display which includes a
display panel and a power supply. The power supply applies
a driving voltage and an initialization voltage to the display
panel, and controls the initialization voltage such that a
voltage difference between the driving voltage and the
initialization voltage is substantially fixed. The power sup-
ply includes an adder configured to add a constant voltage to
the driving voltage to generate the initialization voltage.

In an example embodiment, the display panel may include
a plurality of pixels each of which includes an OLED and a
driving transistor. The constant voltage may correspond to a
voltage difference between a first electrode and a second
electrode of the OLED when the OLED does not emit light.

In an example embodiment, the first electrode of the
OLED may correspond to an anode electrode of the OLED.
The initialization voltage is applied to the anode electrode of
the OLED.

In an example embodiment, the power supply may be
further configured to control the driving voltage within a
first range.

In an example embodiment, the power supply may
include an amplifier, a first resistor, a second resistor and a
third resistor. The amplifier may include a first input elec-
trode connected to a ground voltage, a second input elec-
trode, and an output electrode outputting the initialization
voltage. The first resistor may be connected between the
constant voltage and the second input electrode of the
amplifier. The second resistor may be connected between the
driving voltage and the second input electrode of the ampli-
fier. The third resistor may be connected between the second
input electrode of the amplifier and the output electrode of
the amplifier.

Accordingly, in the OLED display and the method of
setting the initialization voltage in the OLED display
according to example embodiments, the initialization volt-
age may be controlled such that the voltage difference
between the driving voltage and the initialization voltage is
substantially fixed, and thus the color artifacts in the display
panel may be prevented.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

TMustrative, non-limiting example embodiments will be
more clearly understood from the following detailed
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an OLED display
according to example embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of a
power supply included in the OLED display of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
pixel included in the OLED display of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of an
emission unit included in the pixel of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5A is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of an
emission current control unit included in the pixel of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5B is a circuit diagram illustrating another example
of the emission current control unit included in the pixel of
FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating a method of setting an
initialization voltage in an OLED display according to
example embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN
INVENTIVE EMBODIMENTS

When the amount of electric charge required for a green
OLED to emit light is greater than the amount of the electric
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charge required for the other OLEDs to emit light, the
turn-on of the green OLED can be delayed in comparison
with the turn-on of the other OLEDs when the displayed
images change from a black image to a white image. In other
words, when a current frame includes the black image and
a subsequent frame includes the white image, the red and
blue OLEDs are turned on, and then the green OLED is
turned on with a small delay. Thus, this results in color
artifacts with purplish color.

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inventive con-
cept will be explained in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. Like or similar reference numerals refer
to like or similar elements throughout.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an OLED display
according to example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 1, an OLED display 100 includes a
display panel 120, a power supply 140, a timing controller
150, a data driver 160 and a scan driver 170. The OLED
display 100 may further include an emission driver 180.

The display panel 120 includes a plurality of pixels 125.
Each of the plurality of pixels 125 includes an OLED and a
driving transistor. The OLED emits light based on an
emission current. The driving transistor controls the emis-
sion current based on a data signal DATA applied to a gate
electrode of the driving transistor. Detailed configurations
and operations of one of the plurality of pixels 125 will be
described with reference to FIGS. 3 through 5B.

The power supply 140 applies driving voltages ELVDD
and ELVSS to the plurality of pixels 125 and applies an
initialization voltage VINT to a first electrode of the OLED.
The power supply 140 controls one of the driving voltages
ELVDD and ELVSS within a first range and controls the
initialization voltage VINT such that a voltage difference
between one of the driving voltages ELVDD and ELVSS and
the initialization voltage VINT is substantially fixed. The
first range may be determined in designing and/or manufac-
turing processes for the OLED display 100.

Hereinafter, the example embodiments will be described
based on controlling the driving voltage ELVSS within the
first range. However, the example embodiments are not
limited thereto. For example, the power supply 140 may
control the driving voltage ELVDD within the first range.

In some example embodiments, the power supply 140
may control the driving voltage ELVSS based on a lumi-
nance mode of the display panel 120. The luminance mode
of the display panel 120 may be changed by a user of the
OLED display 100. For example, a low luminance mode
may be set by the user to reduce power consumption of the
display panel 120. For another example, a high luminance
mode may be set by the user to increase visibility of the
display panel 120. According to example embodiments, the
luminance mode of the display panel 120 may be automati-
cally changed by operating environments of the OLED
display 100. Power consumption of the plurality of pixels
125 may be reduced by controlling the driving voltage
ELVSS based on the luminance mode.

In addition, as described above, the power supply 140
may control the driving voltage ELVSS within the first
range. In other words, the power supply 140 may control the
driving voltage ELVSS within a range of maintaining an
operating region of the driving transistor. In some example
embodiments, the power supply 140 may control the driving
voltage ELVSS within the first range such that the driving
transistor operates in a saturation region. In other example
embodiments, the power supply 140 may control the driving
voltage ELVSS within the first range such that the driving
transistor operates in a linear region. In still other example
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embodiments, the power supply 140 may control the driving
voltage ELVSS within the first range such that the driving
transistor operates adjacent to a boundary between the
saturation region and the linear region. Even if the driving
transistor operates adjacent to the boundary between the
saturation region and the linear region, the driving voltage
ELVSS may be changed within the range of maintaining the
operating region of the driving transistor, and the power
consumption of the plurality of pixels 125 may also be
reduced by controlling the driving voltage ELVSS within the
range of maintaining the operating region of the driving
transistor. For example, the power consumption may be
reduced as a level of the driving voltage ELVSS decreases.
To operate the driving transistor in the linear region and to
minimize the level of the driving voltage ELVSS, the power
supply 140 may control the driving voltage ELVSS within
the first range such that the driving transistor operates
adjacent to the boundary between the saturation region and
the linear region.

In some example embodiments, the power supply 140
may set the initialization voltage VINT by adding a reverse
voltage to the driving voltage ELVSS. The reverse voltage
may be predetermined in the designing and/or manufactur-
ing processes for the OLED display 100. When the initial-
ization voltage VINT set by adding the reverse voltage to the
driving voltage ELVSS is applied to the first electrode of the
OLED, and when the driving voltage ELVSS is applied to a
second electrode of the OLED, a voltage difference between
the first electrode and the second electrode of the OLED may
correspond to an absolute value of the reverse voltage. Since
the OLED does not emit light when the data signal DATA
corresponding to zero luminance (e.g., black) is applied to a
pixel having the OLED, and since the OLED emits light
when the voltage difference between the first electrode and
the second electrode of the OLED is greater than a threshold
voltage, the absolute value of the reverse voltage may be
equal to or smaller than the threshold voltage. In other
words, the reverse voltage may correspond to the voltage
difference between the first electrode and the second elec-
trode when the OLED does not emit light, and the absolute
value of the reverse voltage may be equal to or smaller than
the threshold voltage. However, when the absolute value of
the reverse voltage is excessively smaller than the threshold
voltage, the amount of electric charges to be stored in a
parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to the OLED may
increase, and thus time to be required for the OLED to emit
light may increase.

In some example embodiments, in a pixel including at
least one p-type metal oxide semiconductor (PMOS) tran-
sistor, the initialization voltage VINT may be applied to an
anode electrode of the OLED in the pixel. In addition, in the
pixel including the at least one PMOS transistor, the absolute
value of the reverse voltage may be equal to or smaller than
(Vth-Qe/Cel), where Vith represents a threshold voltage of
the driving transistor, Qe represents the amount of electric
charges included in the emission current during an emission
period in a single frame when the OLED has zero luminance
(e.g., black), and Cel represents a capacitance of the para-
sitic capacitor connected in parallel to the OLED. Qe may be
obtained by multiplying the emission current when the
OLED has zero luminance by the emission period in the
single frame.

After the initialization voltage VINT is set by adding the
reverse voltage equal to or smaller than (Vth-Qe/Cel) to the
driving voltage ELVSS, the OLED may not emit when the
data signal DATA corresponding to zero luminance is
applied to the pixel. To minimize the time to be required for
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emitting the OLED, the reverse voltage may be set to
(Vth-Qe/Cel). Although the example of the reverse voltage
for the pixel having the at least one PMOS transistor is
described above, the reverse voltage is not limited thereto.

In some example embodiments, the plurality of pixels 125
may include a first pixel and a second pixel. The reverse
voltage may be set for each pixel, and a first reverse voltage
for the first pixel may be different from a second reverse
voltage for the second pixel. For example, the first pixel may
be one of a red pixel outputting red light, a green pixel
outputting green light and a blue pixel outputting blue light,
and the second pixel may be another one of the red pixel, the
green pixel and the blue pixel. Typically, the red pixel may
include a red OLED, the green pixel may include a green
OLED, and the blue pixel may include a blue OLED. The
green OLED may have relatively high emitting efficiency,
and a capacitance of a parasitic capacitor connected in
parallel to the green OLED may be greater than that of the
red OLED and that of blue organic light-emitting diode.
Thus, time to be required for emitting the green OLED may
be relatively long. To substantially simultaneously emit all
of the plurality of pixels 125, an absolute value of a reverse
voltage for the green pixel may be smaller than an absolute
value of a reverse voltage for the red pixel and an absolute
value of a reverse voltage for the blue pixel.

In some example embodiments, the power supply 140
may include an adder that adds the reverse voltage to the
driving voltage ELVSS. Detailed configurations and opera-
tions of the power supply 140 will be described with
reference to FIG. 2.

In the OLED display 100 according to example embodi-
ments, the power supply 140 may control the initialization
voltage VINT such that the voltage difference between the
driving voltage ELVSS and the initialization voltage VINT
is substantially fixed or constant, and thus the power con-
sumption of the plurality of pixels 125 may be reduced. In
addition, the power supply 140 may set the initialization
voltage VINT such that a difference between the initializa-
tion voltage VINT and the threshold voltage is minimized,
and thus the time to be required for the OLED to emit light
may be minimized. Accordingly, differences among time to
be required for turning on the plurality of pixels 125 may be
minimized, and color artifacts in the display panel 120 may
be prevented.

The timing controller 150 may control an operation of the
data driver 160 based on a data control signal CTRL1 and
may control an operation of the scan driver 170 based on a
scan control signal CTRIL2. In addition, the timing controller
150 may control an operation of the emission driver 180
based on an emission control signal CTRL3. As described
below with reference to FIGS. 5A and 5B, the timing
controller 150 may perform a gamma compensating opera-
tion on the data signal DATA.

The data driver 160 may apply the data signal DATA to
the plurality of pixels 125 based on the data control signal
CTRL1. The data signal DATA that is appropriate to drive
the plurality of pixels 125 may be generated based on image
data and may be applied to the plurality of pixels 125 based
on a scan signal SCAN.

The scan driver 170 may generate the scan signal SCAN
and may apply the scan signal SCAN to the plurality of
pixels 125 based on the scan control signal CTRL2. In some
example embodiments, the scan driver 170 may generate a
gate initialization signal GI and may apply the gate initial-
ization signal GI to the plurality of pixels 125 based on the
scan control signal CTRL2. Before the data signal DATA is
applied to the plurality of pixels 125, the gate electrode of
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the driving transistor may be initialized based on the ini-
tialization voltage VINT when the gate initialization signal
Gl is applied to the plurality of pixels 125. In some example
embodiments, the scan driver 170 may generate a diode
initialization signal GB and may apply the diode initializa-
tion signal GB to the plurality of pixels 125 based on the
scan control signal CTRL2. The first electrode of the OLED
may be initialized when the diode initialization signal GB is
applied to the plurality of pixels 125. Thus, when the data
signal DATA corresponding to zero luminance is applied to
the pixel, the OLED may not emit light.

The emission driver 180 may generate the emission signal
EM and may apply the emission signal EM to the plurality
of pixels 125 based on the emission control signal CTRL3.
The emission periods of the plurality of pixels 125 in the
single frame may be controlled based on the emission signal
EM.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of a
power supply included in the OLED display of FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 2, a power supply may include an
operational amplifier 220, a first resistor R1, a second
resistor R2 and a third resistor R3.

The operational amplifier 220 may have a first input
electrode connected to a ground voltage, a second input
electrode and an output electrode outputting the initializa-
tion voltage VINT. The first resistor R1 may have a first
terminal receiving the reverse voltage VR and a second
terminal connected to the second input electrode of the
operational amplifier 220. The second resistor R2 may have
a first terminal receiving the driving voltage ELVSS and a
second terminal connected to the second input electrode of
the operational amplifier 220. The third resistor R3 may
have a first terminal connected to the second input electrode
of the operational amplifier 220 and a second terminal
connected to the output electrode of the operational ampli-
fier 220.

An output of the operational amplifier 220 may have a
voltage level of about {-R3*(VR/R1+ELVSS/R2)}. Assum-
ing that a resistance of the first resistor R1, a resistance of
the second resistor R2 and a resistance of the third resistor
R3 are substantially the same as each other, the output of the
operational amplifier 220 may have a voltage level of about
—-(VR+ELVSS). Thus, the operational amplifier 220, the first
resistor R1, the second resistor R2 and the third resistor R3
in the power supply may operate as an adder that adds the
reverse voltage VR to the driving voltage ELVSS.

Although the example of the power supply generating the
initialization voltage VINT applied to the pixel having the at
least one PMOS transistor is described above with reference
to FIG. 2, the reverse voltage is not limited thereto.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a
pixel included in the OLED display of FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 3, a pixel 325 may include an emission
current control unit 340 and an emission unit 360.

The emission current control unit 340 may include the
driving transistor that controls an emission current IE based
on the data signal DATA applied to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor. The data signal DATA may be applied to
the gate electrode of the driving transistor when the scan
signal SCAN is activated. The data signal DATA may be
stored in a storage capacitor that is connected to the gate
electrode of the driving transistor and may be maintained
during a predetermined period. When the gate initialization
signal GI is activated, the emission current control unit 340
may apply the initialization voltage VINT to the gate elec-
trode of the driving transistor. When the emission signal EM
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is activated, the emission current control unit 340 may apply
the emission current IE to the emission unit 360.

The emission unit 360 may include the OLED that emits
light based on the emission current IE. When the diode
initialization signal GB is activated, the emission unit 360
may apply the initialization voltage VINT to the first elec-
trode of the OLED.

In some example embodiments, the emission current
control unit 340 and the emission unit 360 may operate
based on the driving voltages ELVDD and ELVSS in FIG.
1.

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of an
emission unit included in the pixel of FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 4, the emission unit 360 may include an
OLED, a diode initialization transistor TR1 and a parasitic
capacitor CEL.

The OLED may output light based on the emission
current IE applied to the emission unit 360. A first electrode
of the OLED may receive the emission current IE, and a
second electrode of the OLED may be connected to the
driving voltage ELVSS. The diode initialization transistor
TR1 may perform a switching operation and may apply the
initialization voltage VINT to the first electrode (e.g., an
anode electrode) of the OLED based on the diode initial-
ization signal GB applied to a gate electrode of the diode
initialization transistor TR1.

In some example embodiments, when the data signal
DATA applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor
corresponds to zero luminance, a bypass for the emission
current I[E may be formed by the parasitic capacitor CEL
connected in parallel to the OLED.

Although the example of the emission unit 360 having at
least one PMOS transistor is described above with reference
to FIG. 4, the emission unit is not limited thereto.

FIG. 5A is a circuit diagram illustrating an example of an
emission current control unit included in the pixel of FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 5A, an emission current control unit
540-1 may include a storage capacitor CS, a driving tran-
sistor TR2, a data applying transistor TR3, a data initializa-
tion transistor TR4 and an emission control transistor TR5.

The data applying transistor TR3 may have a first elec-
trode receiving the data signal DATA, a gate electrode
receiving the scan signal SCAN and a second electrode
connected to a gate electrode of the driving transistor TR2.
When the scan signal SCAN is activated, the data applying
transistor TR3 may directly apply the data signal DATA to
the gate electrode of the driving transistor TR2.

The driving transistor TR2 may have a first electrode
receiving the driving voltage ELVDD, the gate electrode and
a second electrode connected to the emission control tran-
sistor TRS. The driving transistor TR2 may control the
emission current IE based on the data signal DATA directly
applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor TR2.

The storage capacitor CS may have a first electrode
connected to the driving voltage ELVDD and a second
electrode connected to the gate electrode of the driving
transistor TR2. The storage capacitor CS may maintain the
data signal DATA directly applied to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor TR2 during the predetermined period.

The data initialization transistor TR4 may have a first
electrode receiving the initialization voltage VINT, a gate
electrode receiving the gate initialization signal GI and a
second electrode connected to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor TR2. When the gate initialization signal GI
is activated, the data initialization transistor TR4 may apply
the initialization voltage VINT to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor TR2.
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The emission control transistor TR5 may have a first
electrode connected to the second electrode of the driving
transistor TR2, a gate electrode receiving the emission signal
EM and a second electrode connected to the emission unit
360 in FIG. 3. When the emission signal EM is activated, the
emission control transistor TRS may apply the emission
current IE to the emission unit 360 in FIG. 3.

In some example embodiments, the initialization voltage
VINT may be applied to the gate electrode of the driving
transistor TR2. The timing controller 150 in FIG. 1 may
perform the gamma compensating operation on the data
signal DATA based on changes of the driving voltage
ELVSS and the initialization voltage VINT. If the initializa-
tion voltage VINT is changed, the data signal DATA applied
to the gate electrode of the driving transistor TR2 may also
be changed. Thus, the timing controller 150 in FIG. 1 may
perform the gamma compensating operation on the data
signal DATA after the initialization voltage VINT is
changed.

Although the example of the emission current control unit
540-1 having at least one PMOS transistor is described
above with reference to FIG. 5A, the emission current
control unit is not limited thereto.

FIG. 5B is a circuit diagram illustrating another example
of the emission current control unit included in the pixel of
FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 5B, an emission current control unit
540-2 may include a storage capacitor CS, a driving tran-
sistor TR, a first data applying transistor TR7, a second data
applying transistor TR8, a data initialization transistor TR9,
a first emission control transistor TR10 and a second emis-
sion control transistor TR11.

The first data applying transistor TR7 may have a first
electrode receiving the data signal DATA, a gate electrode
receiving the scan signal SCAN and a second electrode
connected to a first electrode of the driving transistor TR6.
When the scan signal SCAN is activated, the first data
applying transistor TR7 may apply the data signal DATA to
the first electrode of the driving transistor TR6.

The second data applying transistor TR8 may have a first
electrode connected to a second electrode of the driving
transistor TR6, a gate electrode receiving the scan signal
SCAN and a second electrode connected to a gate electrode
of the driving transistor TR6. When the scan signal SCAN
is activated, the second data applying transistor TR8 may
connect the second electrode of the driving transistor TR6
with the gate electrode of the driving transistor TR6, and
thus the driving transistor TR6 may operate as a diode. The
data signal DATA may be applied to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor TR6 through the first and second elec-
trodes of the driving transistor TR6. In other words, the data
signal DATA may be indirectly applied to the gate electrode
of the driving transistor TR6.

In addition, when the data signal DATA passes through
the driving transistor TR6, a voltage level of the data signal
DATA may be reduced by a threshold voltage of the driving
transistor TR6. Thus, when the driving transistor TR6 con-
trols the emission current IE, some disadvantages in the
emission current [E caused by the threshold voltage of the
driving transistor TR6 may be cancelled, and non-unifor-
mity of image quality due to the threshold voltage in the
OLED display may be prevented.

The driving transistor TR6 may control the emission
current IE based on the data signal DATA indirectly applied
to the gate electrode of the driving transistor TR6.

The storage capacitor CS may have a first electrode
connected to the driving voltage ELVDD and a second
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electrode connected to the gate electrode of the driving
transistor TR6. The storage capacitor CS may maintain the
data signal DATA indirectly applied to the gate electrode of
the driving transistor TR6 during the predetermined period.

The data initialization transistor TR9 may have a first
electrode receiving the initialization voltage VINT, a gate
electrode receiving the gate initialization signal GI and a
second electrode connected to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor TR6. When the gate initialization signal GI
is activated, the data initialization transistor TR9 may apply
the initialization voltage VINT to the gate electrode of the
driving transistor TR6.

The first emission control transistor TR10 may have a first
electrode connected to the driving voltage ELVDD, a gate
electrode receiving the emission signal EM and a second
electrode connected to the first electrode of the driving
transistor TR6. When the emission signal EM is activated,
the first emission control transistor TR10 may connect the
driving voltage ELVDD with the driving transistor TR6.

The second emission control transistor TR11 may have a
first electrode connected to the second electrode of the
driving transistor TR6, a gate electrode receiving the emis-
sion signal EM and a second electrode connected to the
emission unit 360 in FIG. 3. When the emission signal EM
is activated, the second emission control transistor TR11
may apply the emission current IE to the emission unit 360
in FIG. 3.

In some example embodiments, the initialization voltage
VINT may be applied to the gate electrode of the driving
transistor TR6. The timing controller 150 in FIG. 1 may
perform the gamma compensating operation on the data
signal DATA based on changes of the driving voltage
ELVSS and the initialization voltage VINT. If the initializa-
tion voltage VINT is changed, the data signal DATA applied
to the gate electrode of the driving transistor TR6 may also
be changed. Thus, the timing controller 150 in FIG. 1 may
perform the gamma compensating operation on the data
signal DATA after the initialization voltage VINT is
changed.

Although the example of the emission current control unit
540-2 having at least one PMOS transistor is described
above with reference to FIG. 5B, the emission current
control unit is not limited thereto.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a method of setting an
initialization voltage in an OLED display according to
example embodiments. In some embodiments, the FIG. 6
procedure is implemented in a conventional programming
language, such as C or C++ or another suitable programming
language. The program can be stored on a computer acces-
sible storage medium of the energy storage system 1, for
example, a memory (not shown) of the OLED display 100.
In certain embodiments, the storage medium includes a
random access memory (RAM), hard disks, floppy disks,
digital video devices, compact discs, video discs, and/or
other optical storage mediums, etc. The program can be
stored in the processor. The processor can have a configu-
ration based on, for example, 1) an advanced RISC machine
(ARM) microcontroller and ii) Intel Corporation’s micro-
processors (e.g., the Pentium family microprocessors). In
certain embodiments, the processor is implemented with a
variety of computer platforms using a single chip or multi-
chip microprocessors, digital signal processors, embedded
microprocessors, microcontrollers, etc. In another embodi-
ment, the processor is implemented with a wide range of
operating systems such as Unix, Linux, Microsoft DOS,
Microsoft Windows 8/7/Vista/2000/9x/ME/XP, Macintosh
08, OS X, 0S/2, Android, 10S and the like. In another
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embodiment, at least part of the procedure can be imple-
mented with embedded software. Depending on the embodi-
ment, additional states can be added, others removed, or the
order of the states changed in FIG. 6.

Referring to FIG. 6, in a method of setting an initialization
voltage in an OLED display according to example embodi-
ments, a driving voltage is controlled within a first range
(step S120), and the initialization voltage is controlled such
that a voltage difference between the driving voltage and the
initialization voltage is substantially fixed or constant (step
S140). The OLED display includes a plurality of pixels each
of which includes an OLED emitting light based on an
emission current and a driving transistor controlling the
emission current based on a data signal applied to a gate
electrode of the driving transistor.

In the step S120, the driving voltage is controlled and is
applied to the plurality of pixels.

In some example embodiments, the driving voltage may
be controlled based on a luminance mode of the OLED
display. The luminance mode may be changed by a user of
the OLED display. For example, a low luminance mode may
be set by the user to reduce power consumption of a display
panel included in the OLED display. For another example,
a high luminance mode may be set by the user to increase
visibility of the display panel. According to example
embodiments, the luminance mode may be automatically
changed by operating environments of the OLED display.
Power consumption of the plurality of pixels may be
reduced by controlling the driving voltage based on the
luminance mode.

In addition, as described above, the driving voltage may
be controlled within the first range. In other words, the
driving voltage may be controlled within a range of main-
taining an operating region of the driving transistor. In some
example embodiments, the driving voltage may be con-
trolled within the first range such that the driving transistor
operates in a saturation region. In other example embodi-
ments, the driving voltage may be controlled within the first
range such that the driving transistor operates in a linear
region. In still other example embodiments, the driving
voltage may be controlled within the first range such that the
driving transistor operates adjacent to a boundary between
the saturation region and the linear region. Even if the
driving transistor operates adjacent to the boundary between
the saturation region and the linear region, the driving
voltage may be changed within the range of maintaining the
operating region of the driving transistor, and the power
consumption of the plurality of pixels may also be reduced
by controlling the driving voltage within the range of
maintaining the operating region of the driving transistor.
For example, the power consumption may be reduced as a
level of the driving voltage decreases. To operate the driving
transistor in the linear region and to minimize the level of the
driving voltage, the driving voltage may be controlled
within the first range such that the driving transistor operates
adjacent to the boundary between the saturation region and
the linear region.

In the step S140, the initialization voltage is controlled
and is applied to a first electrode of the OLED.

In some example embodiments, the initialization voltage
may be set by adding a reverse voltage to the driving
voltage. When the initialization voltage set by adding the
reverse voltage to the driving voltage is applied to the first
electrode of the OLED, and when the driving voltage is
applied to a second electrode of the OLED, a voltage
difference between the first electrode and the second elec-
trode of the OLED may correspond to an absolute value of
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the reverse voltage. Since the OLED does not emit light
when the data signal corresponding to zero luminance (e.g.,
black) is applied to a pixel having the OLED, and since the
OLED emits light when the voltage difference between the
first electrode and the second electrode of the OLED is
greater than a threshold voltage, the absolute value of the
reverse voltage may be equal to or smaller than the threshold
voltage. In other words, the reverse voltage may correspond
to the voltage difference between the first electrode and the
second electrode when the OLED does not emit light, and
the absolute value of the reverse voltage may be equal to or
smaller than the threshold voltage. However, when the
absolute value of the reverse voltage is excessively smaller
than the threshold voltage, the amount of electric charges to
be stored in a parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to the
OLED may increase, and thus time to be required for the
OLED to emit light may increase.

In some example embodiments, in a pixel including at
least one PMOS transistor, the initialization voltage may be
applied to an anode electrode of the OLED in the pixel. In
addition, in the pixel including the at least one PMOS
transistor, the absolute value of the reverse voltage may be
equal to or smaller than (Vth-Qe/Cel), where Vth represents
a threshold voltage of the driving transistor, Qe represents
the amount of electric charges included in the emission
current during an emission period in a single frame when the
OLED has zero luminance (e.g., black), and Cel represents
a capacitance of the parasitic capacitor connected in parallel
to the OLED. Qe may be obtained by multiplying the
emission current when the OLED has zero luminance by the
emission period in the single frame.

After the initialization voltage is set by adding the reverse
voltage equal to or smaller than (Vth-Qe/Cel) to the driving
voltage, the OLED may not emit light when the data signal
corresponding to zero luminance is applied to the pixel. To
minimize the time to be required for emitting the OLED, the
reverse voltage may be set to (Vth-Qe/Cel). Although the
example of the reverse voltage for the pixel having the at
least one PMOS ftransistor is described above, the reverse
voltage is not limited thereto.

In the method of setting the initialization voltage in the
OLED display according to example embodiments, the
initialization voltage may be controlled such that the voltage
difference between the driving voltage and the initialization
voltage is substantially fixed or constant, and thus the power
consumption of the plurality of pixels may be reduced. In
addition, the initialization voltage may be set such that a
difference between the initialization voltage and the thresh-
old voltage is minimized, and thus the time to be required for
emitting the OLED may be minimized. Accordingly, differ-
ences among time to be required for turning on the plurality
of pixels may be minimized, and color artifacts in the
display panel may be prevented.

In some example embodiments, the initialization voltage
may be applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor.
A gamma compensating operation may be performed on the
data signal based on changes of the driving voltage and the
initialization voltage. If the initialization voltage is changed,
the data signal applied to the gate electrode of the driving
transistor may also be changed. Thus, the gamma compen-
sating operation may be performed on the data signal after
the initialization voltage is changed.

In some example embodiments, when the data signal
applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor corre-
sponds to zero luminance, a bypass for the emission current
may be formed by a parasitic capacitor connected in parallel
to the OLED.
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Although the example embodiments are described based
on a pixel including at least one PMOS transistor, the
example embodiments are not limited thereto.

The present inventive concept may be applied to an
electronic device having an OLED display. For example, the
present inventive concept may be applied to a television, a
computer monitor, a laptop, a digital camera, a cellular
phone, a smart phone, a smart pad, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a portable multimedia player (PMP), a MP3
player, a navigation system, a game console, a video phone,
etc.

The foregoing is illustrative of example embodiments and
is not to be construed as limiting thereof. Although a few
example embodiments have been described, those skilled in
the art will readily appreciate that many modifications are
possible in the example embodiments without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the
present inventive concept. Accordingly, all such modifica-
tions are intended to be included within the scope of the
present inventive concept as defined in the claims. There-
fore, it 1s to be understood that the foregoing is illustrative
of various example embodiments and is not to be construed
as limited to the specific example embodiments disclosed,
and that modifications to the disclosed example embodi-
ments, as well as other example embodiments, are intended
to be included within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An organic light-emitting diode (OLED) display com-
prising:

a display panel including a plurality of pixels, each of the
pixels including an OLED and a driving transistor, the
OLED configured to emit light based on an emission
current during an emission period of an image frame,
the driving transistor configured to control the emission
current based on a data signal applied to a gate elec-
trode of the driving transistor; and

a power supply configured to apply a driving voltage to
the pixels, apply an initialization voltage to a first
electrode of the OLED so as to initialize the first
electrode during an initialization period preceding the
emission period of the image frame, control the driving
voltage within a first range, and control the initializa-
tion voltage such that a voltage difference between the
driving voltage and the initialization voltage remains
substantially constant during the initialization period,

wherein the driving voltage is directly applied to a second
electrode of the OLED, and

wherein the power supply is configured to set the initial-
ization voltage by adding a reverse voltage to the
driving voltage, the reverse voltage corresponding to a
voltage difference between the first electrode and a
second electrode of the OLED when the OLED does
not emit light.

2. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the power
supply is configured to control the driving voltage based on
a luminance mode of the display panel.

3. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the power
supply is configured to control the driving voltage within the
first range such that the driving transistor operates in a
saturation region.

4. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the power
supply is configured to control the driving voltage within the
first range such that the driving transistor operates adjacent
to a boundary between a saturation region and a linear
region.

5. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the reverse
voltage is configured to be set for each pixel, and a first
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reverse voltage for a first pixel among the pixels is different
from a second reverse voltage for a second pixel among the
pixels.
6. The OLED display of claim 5, wherein the first pixel is
one of a red pixel configured to emit red light, a green pixel
configured to emit green light and a blue pixel configured to
emit blue light, and wherein the second pixel is another one
of the red pixel, the green pixel and the blue pixel.
7. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein an absolute
value of the reverse voltage is less than or substantially equal
to (Vth-Qe/Cel), where Vth represents a threshold voltage of
the driving transistor, Qe represents an amount of electric
charges included in the emission current during an emission
period in a single frame when the OLED has zero lumi-
nance, and Cel represents a capacitance of a parasitic
capacitor connected in parallel to the OLED.
8. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the power
supply includes an adder configured to add the reverse
voltage to the driving voltage.
9. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein the first
electrode of the OLED corresponds to an anode electrode of
the OLED.
10. The OLED display of claim 1, further comprising:
a timing controller configured to perform a gamma com-
pensating operation on the data signal based on changes
of the driving voltage and the initialization voltage, and
wherein the gate electrode of the driving transistor is
configured to receive the initialization voltage.
11. The OLED display of claim 1, wherein when the data
signal applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor
corresponds to zero luminance, a parasitic capacitor con-
nected in parallel to the OLED is configured to form a
bypass for the emission current.
12. A method of setting an initialization voltage in an
organic light-emitting diode (OLED) display including a
plurality of pixels, each of the pixels including an OLED
configured to emit light based on an emission current during
an emission period of an image frame and a driving tran-
sistor configured to control the emission current based on a
data signal applied to a gate electrode of the driving tran-
sistor, the method comprising:
controlling a driving voltage within a first range, the
driving voltage being applied to the pixels; and

controlling the initialization voltage during an initializa-
tion period preceding the emission period of the image
frame such that a voltage difference between the driv-
ing voltage and the initialization voltage remains sub-
stantially constant during the initialization period, the
initialization voltage being applied to a first electrode
of the OLED,

wherein the driving voltage is directly applied to a second

electrode of the OLED, and

wherein the controlling of the driving voltage includes:

setting the initialization voltage by adding a reverse
voltage to the driving voltage, the reverse voltage
corresponding to a voltage difference between the first
electrode and a second electrode of the OLED when the
OLED does not emit light.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the controlling of the
driving voltage includes:

controlling the driving voltage based on a luminance

mode of the OLED display.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the controlling of the
driving voltage includes:

controlling the driving voltage within the first range such

that the driving transistor operates in a saturation
region.
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15. The method of claim 12, wherein the controlling of the
initialization voltage includes:

controlling the driving voltage within the first range such
that the driving transistor operates in a boundary region
between a saturation region and a linear region.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein an absolute value of
the reverse voltage is less than or substantially equal to
(Vth-Qe/Cel), where Vth represents a threshold voltage of
the driving transistor, Qe represents an amount of electric
charges included in the emission current during an emission
period in a single frame when the OLED has zero lumi-
nance, and Cel represents a capacitance of a parasitic
capacitor connected in parallel to the OLED.

17. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

performing a gamma compensating operation on the data
signal based on changes of the driving voltage and the
initialization voltage, and

wherein the initialization voltage is applied to the gate
electrode of the driving transistor.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein when the data signal
applied to the gate electrode of the driving transistor corre-
sponds to zero luminance, a bypass for the emission current
is formed by a parasitic capacitor connected in parallel to the
OLED.

19. An organic light-emitting diode (OLED) display com-
prising:

a display panel including a plurality of pixels, each of the
pixels including an OLED and a driving transistor, the
display panel configured to emit light during an emis-
sion period of an image frame; and

18

a power supply configured to apply a driving voltage and
an initialization voltage to the display panel during an
initialization period preceding the emission period of
the image frame, and control the initialization voltage
such that a voltage difference between the driving
voltage and the initialization voltage remains substan-
tially constant during the initialization period, the
power supply comprising:

an adder configured to add a constant voltage to the
driving voltage to generate the initialization voltage,

wherein the initialization voltage is applied to a first
electrode of the OLED, and the driving voltage is
directly applied to a second electrode of the OLED, and

wherein the power supply is further configured to control
the driving voltage within a first range.

20. The OLED display of claim 19, wherein the power
supply further configured to control the driving voltage
within a first range.

21. The OLED display of claim 19, wherein the power
supply includes:

an amplifier including a first input electrode connected to
a ground voltage, a second input electrode, and an
output electrode outputting the initialization voltage;

a first resistor connected between the constant voltage and
the second input electrode of the amplifier;

a second resistor connected between the driving voltage
and the second input electrode of the amplifier; and

a third resistor connected between the second input elec-
trode of the amplifier and the output electrode of the
amplifier.
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https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/054836644/publication/US9953573B2?q=US9953573B2
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&d=PALL&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsrchnum.htm&r=1&f=G&l=50&s1=9953573.PN.&OS=PN/9953573&RS=PN/9953573

